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Initiative Measure No. 1029

Filed

MAR 28 2008
SECRETARY OF STATE

AN ACT Relating to long-term care services for the elderly and
persons with disabilities; amending RCW 74.39A.009, 74 .39A.340,
74.39A.350, 74.39A.050, and 18.130.040; reenacting and amending RCW
18.130.040; adding new sections to chapter 74.39A RCW; adding a new
section to chapter 18.88A RCW; adding a new chapter to Title 18 RCW;
creating new sections; providing an effective date; and providing a

contingent effective date.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. It is the intent of the people through this

initiative to protect the safety of and improve the quality of care to
the vulnerable elderly and persons with disabilities.

The people find and declare that current procedures to train and
educate long-term care workers and to protect the elderly or persons
with disabilities from caregivers with a criminal background are
insufficient. The people find and declare that long-term care workers
for the elderly or persons with disabilities should have a federal
criminal background check and a formal system of education and
experiential qualifications leading to a certification test.

The people find that the gquality of long-term care services for the

elderly and persons with disabilities is dependent upon the competency



of the workers who provide those services. To assure and enhance the
quality of long-term care services for the elderly and persons with
disabilities, the people recognize the need for federal criminal
background checks and increased training requirements. Their
establishment should protect the wvulnerable elderly and persons with
disabilities, bring about a more stabilized workforce, improve the
quality of long-term care services, and provide a valuable resource for
recruitment into long-term care services for the elderly and persons
with disabilities.

Sec. 2. RCW 74.39A.009 and 2007 ¢ 361 s 2 are each amended to read
as follows:

Unless the context clearly requires otherwise, the definitions in
this section apply throughout this chapter.

(1) "Adult family home" means a home licensed under chapter 70.128°
RCW.

(2) "Adult residential care" means services provided by a boarding
home that is licensed under chapter 18.20 RCW and that has a contract
with the department under RCW 74.39A.020 to provide personal care
services.

(3) "Assisted 1living services" means services provided by a
boarding home that has a contract with the department under RCW
74.39A.010 to provide personal care services, intermittent nursing
services, and medication administration services, and the resident is
housed in a private apartment-like unit.

(4) "Boarding home" means a facility licensed under chapter 18.20
RCW.

(5) "Core competencies" means basic training topics, including but
not limited to, communication skills, worker self-care, problem

solving, maintaining dignity, consumer directed care, cultural

gsensitivity, body mechanics, fall prevention, skin and body care, long-

term care worker roles and boundaries, supporting activities of daily

living, and food preparation and handling.

(6) "Cost-effective care" means care provided in a setting of an
individual's choice that is necessary to promote the most appropriate
level of physical, mental, and psychosocial well-being consistent with
client choice, in an environment that is appropriate to the care and
safety needs of the individual, and such care cannot be provided at a
lower cost in any other setting. But this in no way precludes an

individual from choosing a different residential setting to achieve his






